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It’s been over two decades since 
South Africa celebrated its first 
democratic elections, and the 
significance of 1994 for local wine 
producers is that it signalled a return 
to the international trading fold. 

For decades prior to that, South 
African wine was an easy product to 
penalise, and local wine producers 
suffered during the sanctions era.

What has happened to both 
South African wine quality and wine 
prices since then is nothing short  
of amazing. At the rarefied top end, 
local and international consumers 
are happy to pay hundreds and  
even thousands of rands for a single, 
highly sought-after bottle.

In these tough economic times, 
everyone is looking for a bargain; 

Introduction
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Value [noun]: the 
importance, worth 

or usefulness of 
something; the 

worth of something 
compared to the 

price paid or  
asked for it’ 

– OxfOrd English dictiOnary

for some way of eking out hard- 
earned rands just a little further. 
That’s where this Getaway Best 
Value Wines Guide is useful: it cuts 
through the clutter on the wine 
shelf, with an experienced team  
of judges having tasted the wines 
and rated them. One thing common 
to the almost 250 wines assessed 
across a variety of classes is that 

they are all available on shelf for  
R80 or less. So next time you are  
in your local supermarket or liquor 
store, hunting down a bargain  
for this weekend’s braai, dinner  
with friends or simply that Thursday 
night spaghetti bolognaise, go 
armed with the information you’ll 
find in this booklet – or look for 
bottles with Best Value stickers on.
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The first Best Value Wines Guide was published in 2002 
– and the upper price threshold for wines submitted 
was just R30. Fourteen years on, the startling thing is 
that there are still wines retailing for that amount!

The upper limit for consideration as a Value 
contender this year was R80. Now, as then, there is 
some difficulty in stacking wines of similar quality with 
significantly different prices up against each other – 
which is where the statistical boffins add their fiendishly 
clever mathematical formulae to level the playing field.

In the early years, the value rating was a rather 
simplistic application of the star rating of a wine and  
the price of an individual bottle versus the price ceiling 
– and then factoring in the grape variety used.

Some years ago, however, statistician and wine 
enthusiast Dr David Priilaid of the University of Cape 
Town’s School of Management Studies developed  
an algorithm, explaining: ‘The adage of a fool knowing 
the price of everything and the value of nothing also 
applies to wine – a bottle’s value is a very different 
number relevant to its actual price. Tempting though  
it is to shop on price, with wine this strategy can prove 
misleading. A R50 bottle might be worth R25 or R125, 
depending on its quality. So instead of shopping on 
price, it’s a better bet to shop on value. If you know the 
given quality of the wine in your hand, you can calculate 
the value, enabling a price-to-value comparison and 
hence a sorting mechanism to stack wines from 
high-value bargains to rip-offs.’

what Best Value means

iS
to

ck
p

h
ot

o
.c

o
m



5

The statistical model applied in 
affixing a value rating to each wine 
was developed by Dr Priilaid after 
more than a decade of analysing the 
results of various wine competitions 
and tastings, and then using the 
information to develop a system  
of correlating a given wine’s value, 
quality and price. 

For example, a 4 Star-rated 
blended red wine costing R60 could 
translate to a R90 valuation. In other 
words, the wine would be trading at 
a R30 – or 50% discount – to its 
value. In layman’s terms, it’s 
over-delivering on its price and the 
consumer is getting a good deal.

Conversely, that same R60 bottle 
of wine could be valued at R45 – not 
a bargain because the consumer 
would then be overpaying by 25% 
relative to the value on offer.

Best Value 
rating system
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The tastings
All of the wines entered into the Best Value competition 
were tasted blind (without sight of the labels). The  
judges sat in two separate panels of three to assess the 
wines, which were tasted in specific categories: 
Sauvignon Blanc, Chenin Blanc, Chardonnay, white 
blends, Cabernet Sauvignon, Shiraz, Pinotage, Merlot, 
red blends, rosé, dessert wines and bubblies. 

All were poured at their optimal serving temperature, 
depending on the class or style of wine, from driest  
to sweetest. Furthermore, the judges all started at 
different points in the line-up and tasted the wines in  
a different order, so as to negate the ‘halo effect’ (which 
is when the taste of one wine influences our perception 
of the next one).

The tastings were conducted over two days at the 
Getaway offices at RamsayMedia in Cape Town. All 
procedures were overseen and supervised by auditors 
Grant Thornton, who subsequently applied the 
algorithm to derive the value ratings.

The ratings
Once the judges had finished tasting, utilising the 
standard 20-point scoring system, the scores were 
captured by the auditors and the wines were then 
discussed individually, with a star rating applied  
to each wine once consensus had been reached 
(see below). 

The auditors then applied the algorithm developed  
by Dr Priilaid to determine each wine’s individual  
value (V) score, based on its price, star rating and  
wine category, with V20 being the highest rating that  
a wine could potentially achieve.

Wines that ended up with a value rating of zero  
or below have been omitted from this Best Value  
Wines guide as they are not deemed to over-deliver  
on price or to represent a particularly good deal  
for customers.

how it works

Awarding stars
5 Stars: superlative, top class, a masterpiece (18 points or more)
4½ or 4 Stars: excellent, a wine of distinction (17 and 16 points respectively)
3 or 3½ Stars: good to very good, displaying fine character and style (15 and 15.5 points respectively)
2 or 2½ Stars: sound quality, average and appealing (14 and 14.5 points respectively) 
1 Star: an acceptable if somewhat ordinary wine (13 points)
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Fiona McDonald

A trained news journalist, 
Fiona was the editor of Wine 

magazine for eight years 
before going freelance. This 

has enabled her to taste 
internationally at the Decanter 

World Wine Awards, 
International Wine Challenge 

and International Wine & 
Spirits Competition. She also 
serves as a taster and writer 

for the respected Platter’s 
South African Wine Guide, is 

editor of Cheers magazine, and 
has fun sharing her knowledge 
and enthusiasm as a specialist 

wine tour guide.

meet the judges

Dr Winnie Bowman

Perpetual scholar, 
physiotherapist and 

ergonomics expert, Winnie 
obtained a PhD in didactics 

before switching her focus to 
wine, becoming a Cape Wine 
Master nearly a decade ago. 

She tastes internationally, 
serving at both the 

International Wine Challenge 
and International Wine & 

Spirits Competition as well as 
in Switzerland and America. 

An acknowledged brandy 
expert, she also tastes for the 

Platter’s Guide.

Ntsiki Biyela

Breaking barriers is nothing 
new for Ntsiki, one of the  

first black winemakers in the 
South African industry – and  
a Woman Winemaker of the 

Year winner. Hailing from 
KwaZulu-Natal, she obtained  

a BSc degree in oenology from 
Stellenbosch University and 

worked as Stellekaya’s 
winemaker from 2004 until 

2016, when she launched her 
own wine label, Aslina.
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Praisy Dlamini

Not yet 30, Praisy initially 
wanted to be a chef but won  

a bursary to study winemaking 
at Elsenburg Agricultural 

College in Stellenbosch. Food’s 
loss is wine’s gain, as Praisy 

uses her acute sense of taste to 
blend the renowned range of 
Zonnebloem red wines. She 

was the first female protégée 
adopted by the Cape 

Winemakers Guild, and 
relished her experience  

of being mentored by some  
of the country’s most  
talented winemakers. 

Sandy Harper

A Cape Wine Master who  
also has a masters degree in 

food science from Stellenbosch 
University, Sandy worked in 
advertising while raising her 
family and managing the Old 
Mutual Executive Wine Club, 
and in 2004 she wrote a book 

for busy parents called The 
Cool Lunchbox. Sandy judges  
at the International Wine &  
Spirits Competition as well  

as at the Cape Legends 
ShowCook awards.

Karen Glanfield

Tour operator, taster and wine 
educationist were not what 

Karen would have seen in her 
crystal ball two decades ago, 

but that’s what she’s doing 
now. Her parents are to blame 
for her interest, having handed 

over their wine collection to 
her when they downsized 
years ago. Now she runs 

informative and fun courses 
for those wanting to learn 

more, as well as guiding 
tourists around South Africa’s 

beautiful vineyards.



Wellington is something of an 
overlooked, even forgotten, area  
of the South African winelands.  
It’s all too easy to be seduced by the 
glitz and glamour of architectural 
masterpieces or historic Cape Dutch 
manor houses in Stellenbosch, 
Franschhoek and Paarl when driving 
through wine country. 

Yet Wellington has much to offer 
in the way of authentic charm, not to 
mention great value, and nowhere is 
this more obvious than in this year’s 
winner of top honours in the Best 
Value competition, Imbuko Wines. 

Many wine lovers might well be 
scratching their heads and going 
‘Who?!’  Imbuko – which in Xhosa 
means ‘admiration for’ – has steadily 
built up an admirable track record 
since its first bottling in 2004. 
Winemaker and innovator-in-chief 

Theunis van Zyl admits he did things 
back to front when he started out:  
‘I had R1 200 in my bank account,  
a cellphone and a computer…’   
And, obviously, a whole lot of energy 
and belief in himself and his wines.

Imbuko now exports to 47 
international markets – and although 
it has only had a presence in the local 

market for the past four years,  
it is already making established 
players sit up and take notice. 
‘I took all the lessons I learned 
establishing Imbuko internationally 
– listening to the Dutch, the Russians, 
the Americans and the Chinese –  
before bringing it all back home,’  
says Theunis.

overall Best Value Producer: Imbuko
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He attributes much of his success 
to the lively young team he now 
heads up – they have helped him 
establish four successful brands: 
Imbuko, Du Plevaux, Shortwood  
and Van Zijl Family Vintners. 

What set Imbuko apart from  
the rest of the pack in this year’s  
Best Value competition was its  
broad range: from its 4 Star-rated 
Van Zijl Bushvine Chenin Blanc 2016 
and 3½ Star-rated Van Zijl Cabernet 
Sauvignon 2014 to the Van Zijl 
Coffee Pinotage 2015 and 
Shortwood Entry Red which, at  
just R25, was the highest-rated value 
wine overall! And there were other 
wines which performed well, too.

‘From day one I wanted my 
approach to be different. It’s 
important that wines must be  
food friendly because you enjoy 

them when you kuier with mates 
around the braai or the dinner table.’

Imbuko’s ‘different’ approach  
sees it  offering quirky food pairings 
at its cellar door – delicious pies, for 
example, or even flavoured cookies 
to accompany its low-alcohol, slightly 
sweet Pumula spritzer range.

Visitors to the farm can also   
stock up on farm produce – relishes 
and jams, olives and olive oil – or take 
a stroll through the vineyards, part of 
the popular Wellington Wine Walk.

This is an operation that not  
only grows and vinifies its own 
grapes on the farm, located between 
Paarl and Wellington, but also grows 
rootstock (essential to the South 
African wine industry) as well as 
sourcing parcels of grapes and wine 
from the length and breadth of the 
winelands for its different ranges.

The tasting room at 
Imbuko, where visitors 

can enjoy the wines with 
quirky food pairings

11
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In years gone by, Slanghoek  
was where wine lovers went in 
search of soetes – delectably sweet, 
honey-toned muscadel and jerepigo.

Nowadays, however, the 
winemaking team is focusing its 
efforts on dry wines – and by 
attaining the top value rating of  
all the Chardonnay entries this year,  
it’s apparent that Slanghoek has 
made serious strides in attaining  
its goal of not only being recognised 
for sweet wines. 

What’s not to love about a 4-Star 
Chardonnay for less than R50?

Exiting the Huguenot Tunnel on  
the N1 from Cape Town, one 
reaches the broad, flat expanse of 
the Breede River Valley. The craggy 
peaks to the left are the Slanghoek 
Mountains and a meander through 
the Slanghoek valley is a treat – wine 
and value wise. 

Located just 90 kilometres from 
Cape Town, Slanghoek is a former 
co-operative winery established  
in 1951 by a group of local grape 
growers. No longer a co-op but  
a private winery, the company is 
owned by 25 members, with 
 a five-member winemaking team, 
under long-time cellarmaster  
Pieter Carstens, responsible for 
crushing around 30 000 tons of 
grapes every year.

Best Value chardonnay

The other top 3
Wellington Wines Chardonnay 2016  ................................................ 2½ Stars / R36 / V9
Orange River Cellars Chardonnay 2015  .................................. 2½ Stars / R37.80 / V8
Shoprite Checkers Odd Bins Bin 333  
     Unwooded Chardonnay 2016  ........................................................ 3 Stars / R39.99 / V7

Slanghoek Private Selection Chardonnay 2016
4 Stars / R43 / V11



13

Ken Forrester is something of  
a force of nature: his ebullience  
and positivity have seen the 
renaissance of a seriously neglected 
old Stellenbosch farm into  one at 
the vanguard of the local Chenin 
Blanc revolution. 

It’s been just over two decades 
since Ken Forrester Wines’ first- 
ever bottling, but from those early 
days its reputation has grown in 
leaps and bounds, much of it due  
to the efforts of the former 
Johannesburg restaurateur who 
goes by the nickname of ‘Mr Chenin’ 
– and even had a vanity plate to that 
effect on his car at one stage.

He started off with Chenin Blanc 
but these days his wines range from 
Pinotage to Shiraz, Rhône blends 
and even bubbly. So is it any surprise 

Best Value Sauvignon Blanc

that his crisp and zingy Sauvignon 
Blanc not only outscored most other 
contenders in the value stakes but  
in the quality stakes, too? And that 
from his entry-level – Petit – range? 

Then again, Ken has always 
stressed the need for wines to be 
made for enjoyment with food and 
friends while simultaneously 
offering great value.

Ken Forrester recently entered 
into a partnership with top French 
wine company Advini, which will  
see international marketing and 
distribution of the wines improved, 
something he predicts will double 
sales in the next five years.

Ken Forrester Petit Sauvignon Blanc 2016
4½ Stars / R45 / V12

The other top 3
Excelsior Purebred White 2016  .......................................................  3½ Stars / R37 / V8
Havana Hills Lime Road Sauvignon Blanc 2016  ...................... 2½ Stars / R34 / V5
Wellington Wines Sauvignon Blanc 2016 ........................................ 2½ Stars / R36 / V4
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The numbers make for interesting 
reading: 2 400 hectares of grapes 
supply a whopping 27 000 tons of 
fruit, which is turned into wine by  
a team of five winemakers and one 
viticulturist. But then, Wellington 
Wines is not actually a single winery 
but rather three historic former 
co-operative wineries that merged 
fairly recently.

The team has a proud heritage  
to live up to: Wellington Wines was 
established 1906, followed by Bovlei 
a year later, while Wamakersvallei 
started operating in 1941. 

Wellington and Wamakersvallei 
are neighbouring cellars located  
in the town itself, and joined forces 
in 2011. Bovlei was brought into  
the fold in 2013, located outside  
the Boland town once known as  

the ‘valley of wagon makers’, with 
many an intrepid boer having set off 
on the Great Trek in a sturdy vehicle 
fashioned here. The original Bovlei 
winery, at the base of the renowned 
Bainskloof Pass, now serves as the 
tasting facility for Wellington Wines.

The company’s 70 shareholders 
have some of the best parcels of 
Chenin Blanc in South Africa, so few 
eyebrows will be raised at its 2016 
vintage being rated 4½ Stars – but 
because of the economies of scale,  
to deliver that quality at less than 
R40 a bottle is something that few 
other wineries can achieve. 

Best Value chenin Blanc
Wellington Wines Chenin Blanc 2016
4½ Stars / R36 / V16

The other top 3
Mt Vernon Unbelievable White NV  ................................................... 3 Stars / R25 / V8
Van Zijl Bushvine Chenin Blanc 2016  ............................................... 4 Stars / R50 / V5
Orange River Cellars Chenin Blanc 2016  ..............................  2 Stars / R32.60 / V4
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BleND: Aan de Doorns R43 Crisp White 2016
2½ Stars / R28 / V11
NICHe WHITe: Aan de Doorns R43 Fruity White 2016
1 Star / R28 / V13

Aan de Doorns was established in  
1954 when a group of farmers banded 
together to create a central winery to 
handle their grapes, much of the wine 
then sold on to other producers for use  
in well-known brands. The co-operative,  
not far from the town of Worcester, has 
moved with the times and become an 
independent winery that still belongs to 
its grower-owners.

As with many former co-ops, making 
own-label wine was never the primary 
focus. However, its solid relationship with 
First Cape, an export label massive in  
the UK, has taught its winemaking team  
a number of valuable lessons. 

Drawing on its members’ 1 600 
hectares of vineyards, Aan de Doorns 
processes 32 500 tons of fruit a year but 
only bottles 22 000 cases of wine. So it’s  
a real feather in the team’s cap that its 
newly launched R43 range (named for the 
road towards Villiersdorp) has notched up 
the top value ratings in both the white 
blend and niche white categories.

The white blend is a 50/50 mix  
of Colombard and Sauvignon Blanc that 
lives up to its billing of crispness, with  
a tangy lemon-zest flavour, while the 
Fruity White is all Colombard and shows 
just a touch of grape sweetness. 

Best Value white Blend & niche white

WHITe BleNDS The other top 3
Slanghoek Vinay Crispy White NV 
2 Stars / R32 / V9
Balance Sauvignon Blanc/Semillon 2016 
2 Stars / R35 / V8
Zandvliet My Best Friend Cape White 2016 
 2 Stars / R47.50 / V4

NICHe WHITeS The other top 3
Orange River Cellars Colombard 2016  
3 Stars / R32.60 / V10
Rooiberg Cape White Colombar 2016  
1 Star / R35 / V9
McGregor Colombard 2016
3 Stars / R36 / V8
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It was more than a decade ago that  
Du Preez Estate of Rawsonville, in  
the beautiful Breedekloof valley, 
sent ripples of shock through the 
local wine fraternity. Polla’s Red,  
a blend of bits and bobs left over  
in the winery and named for the 
winemaker’s grand-mother, Paula, 
was deemed the best value 
non-Bordeaux red blend at the 
esteemed Trophy Wine Show.

At the time, Hennie du Preez 
reported that they were almost 
overwhelmed by the stampede of 
folks eager to stock up on this wine. 
Since then, savvy bargain hunters 
have made this winery a ‘must stop’ 
when shopping for great-value 
wines because it remains one of 
those producers that over-deliver. 
They won’t hike their prices to make 

the most of one Trophy win; they 
truly believe in giving consumers 
decent wine at a price that won’t 
break the bank, as evidenced by  
this Rockfield Cabernet Sauvignon 
at R34 a bottle. 

The Du Preez family has farmed 
the alluvial soils near the Breede 
River for a century and are proud 
that these broad vineyards are still 
in family hands. Now worked by  
the third generation, preparations 
continue for custodianship by the 
fourth. Over the past decade or so, 
the plantings have been upgraded 
and modernised – as has the winery.

Best Value cabernet Sauvignon

The other top 3
Imbuko Cabernet Sauvignon 2014  ...................................................  3 Stars / R38 / V9
Van Zijl Cabernet Sauvignon 2014  ................................................  3½ Stars / R50 / V9
Orange River Cellars Cabernet Sauvignon 2015  ....................... 1 Star / R42 / V8

Du Preez Rockfield Cabernet Sauvignon 2015
1 Star / R34 / V11
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Winemaker Gert van Deventer has 
been at Worcester winery Aan de 
Doorns since 1997 – and has seen  
a lot of things change, most notably 
the way in which this former co-op 
goes about its business. 

In years gone by, the main focus 
was on producing bulk wine for sale 
to other producers. ‘In a way, we’re 
only now getting our feet wet and 
trying to increase the amount of 
wine we make under our own label,’ 
says Gert.

For a winery that processes 
32 500 tons of grapes a year, just 
22 000 cases of wine is a proverbial 
drop in the bucket – and the reason 
that 2016 saw the launch of Aan de 
Doorns’ R43 range. ‘Lots of folks 
who’ve bought the R43 wines at our 
cellar door say they prefer it to our 

vintage range, but I still prefer  
these varietal wines over the R43,’ 
Gert admits.

At almost double the price of  
the new range, the vintage wines  
still offer remarkable value for 
money. They get more attention  
and love in the winery, too. ‘This 
Shiraz, for example, had about nine 
months of oak contact in the form  
of staves,’ reveals Gert. 

Using staves rather than far more 
expensive barrels (which can cost 
over R20 000 each due to the rand/
euro exchange rate) ensures that 
consumers get to enjoy some tannin 
structure and backbone added to  
a wine that over-delivers on its plum 
fruit vivacity and spicy white and 
pink peppercorn appeal.

Best Value Shiraz

The other top 3
Wellington Wines Shiraz 2014  ..........................................................  4 Stars / R46 / V13
Orange River Cellars Shiraz 2015  ......................................................  3 Stars / R42 / V9 
Shoprite Checkers Odd Bins Bin 616 Shiraz 2015 .................. 2 Stars / R44.99 / V8

Aan de Doorns Shiraz 2015
4 Stars / R45 / V13
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Coffee Pinotage remains a sensation. 
It was discovered ‘by accident’ about 
a decade ago when Wellington  
wine estate Diemersfontein had  
a bit of a cellar crisis. Because the 
winemaker didn’t have enough tank 
space, he put his freshly pressed 
Pinotage juice into new, heavily 
toasted oak barrels – and discovered 
that it then developed a rich mocha 
aroma and flavour.

Voila! A new style of wine was 
born and has been much emulated 
ever since – not to mention much 
criticised by purists. Regardless   
of the pro and con arguments, 
coffee-styled Pinotages are turning 
people on to drinking red wine and 
their enthusiasm should not be 
discounted.

Van Zijl is one of the brands in  
the Imbuko stable and winemaker 
Theunis van Zyl has nothing but 
admiration for what his Wellington 
neighbour, Diemersfontein,  
has achieved.

‘People always talk about liking 
dry wines, but the truth is that 
everyone likes a bit of sweetness,’  
he says. Which is why the Van Zijl 
Coffee Pinotage is just a touch 
sweeter than most.

Consumers can expect to find  
a distinctly smoky, freshly brewed 
coffee aroma on this wine, but it’s 
backed up by rich black fruit and 
spice flavours in the mouth.

Best Value Pinotage

The other top 3
Rooiberg Red Chair Bean There Pinotage 2015  ...................  2½ Stars / R40 / V6
Aan de Doorns Pinotage 2015  ................................................................  1 Star / R40 / V6
Orange River Cellars Pinotage 2015  ................................................  2 Stars / R42 / V6

Van Zijl Coffee Pinotage 2015
3½ Stars / R50 / V7
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Imbuko is a dream come true for 
founder Theunis van Zyl. From  
its early beginnings in 2003, when  
it started out as a ‘virtual wine’  
with no physical brand home –  
just a whole lot of enthusiasm, 
energy and passion – the label has 
grown exponentially.

The first four years of operation 
saw Imbuko playing purely on the 
international wine stage before 
being ‘repatriated’ to South Africa.  
‘I wanted to start a great-value 
brand that consumers could enjoy 
– and it was easier to do that in the 
UK market than locally,’ Theunis 
states candidly. 

Once Imbuko was a sound 
business proposition internationally, 
Theunis gradually built up stocks in 
order to supply the local market. 

He applied the lessons learned 
overseas – namely, listen to what  
the consumer wants to drink – and 
delivered in spades, particularly with 
this wine, Imbuko’s maiden Merlot. 

To keep costs down, alternatives  
to oak barrels were used – either 
oak staves or oak chips, both of 
which are immersed in the wine 
while it’s in stainless-steel tanks. 

The result is a bright, cheery, 
plum- and spice-toned wine with  
the subtlest of oak frames.

Best Value merlot

The other top 3
Badsberg Merlot 2015  ...............................................................................  2 Stars / R44 / V4
Slanghoek Private Selection Merlot 2015 ........................................2 Stars / R46 /V3
Fort Simon Michele D’Or Merlot 2015 ..........................................2½ Stars / R48 /V3

Imbuko Merlot 2014
2½ Stars / R38 / V5



21

Here’s a wine that does what it says 
on its label: it’s simply an unfussy, 
entry-level red for ‘now’ drinking 
that won’t cost you a king’s ransom 
for the privilege. What’s more, it  
was one of only two wines that 
achieved the ultimate value rating  
of 20 out of 20!

Even after all the mathematical 
wizardry had been applied, it was 
obvious that this was a blended red 
that far outstripped the expectation 
of its R25 price tag. Then again, 
that’s been the mantra of the team 
at Wellington-based Imbuko Wines 
since they launched their first wines 
in this range in 2012.

For all the wine geeks wanting  
to know what has gone into this 
blend, it’s made from equal parts  
(20 per cent each) Shiraz, Cabernet 

Sauvignon, Pinotage, Cinsaut and 
Ruby Cabernet. 

The last two grapes are not as  
well known as the first three, but  
they offer winemakers additional 
colours to paint with when blending. 
In particular, Cinsaut is starting  
to make a comeback in wine circles 
after being overlooked for several 
years, during which it was considered 
a grape that merely cropped well, 
providing lots of juice to stretch   
a blend’s volume. Increasingly, 
winemakers are appreciating the 
cheery berry fruitiness that it adds. 

The tasting panel noted that this 
wine offers up bright red cherry  
and spice aromas, while there is also  
a nice earthy depth on the palate  
that balances its lightness and 
approachability well.

Best Value red Blend

The other top 3
Mt Vernon Unbelievable Red NV  ....................................................  2 Stars / R25 / V20
Balance Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot ..........................................  3½ Stars / R35 / V16 
Aan de Doorns R43 Deep Red 2015  ............................................. 3 Stars / R30 / V15

Shortwood entry Red Wine NV
3 Stars / R25 / V20
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Best Value niche red

Something that consumers and 
producers  should never lose sight of 
is that wine is fun. It’s for enjoyment 
and good times with friends or family.

That’s the maxim of Balance 
Wines, produced by Overhex 
International in Worcester, whose 
MD, Gerhard van der Wath, is proud 
that the brand is exported to 20 
countries. ‘It’s huge in Switzerland, 
accounting for 600 000 bottles 
alone, and in Asia (China and Japan) 
it’s growing at 30 per cent year-on-
year, with customers referring to  
it as “the elephant wine”.’

Pinot Noir can be a fickle grape  
– both to grow and produce wine 
from – and yet it evokes deep 
passion among its enthusiasts.  
Some of the world’s best wines are 
Pinot Noir, and some of the most 
expensive too. Which makes this 
R50 wine a total bargain, if not  
a downright steal!

The 2015 vintage is only the 
second time a Pinot Noir has 
appeared under the Balance 
Winemaker’s Selection label.  

The Overhex winemaking team  
was able to source top-notch grapes 
from prime vineyards and then 
vinify the grapes separately, keeping 
an eye on quality throughout. A solid 
core or backbone was provided by 
oaking using staves.

Gerhard believes that this is  
‘a superior expression’ of Pinot Noir 
–and the tasting panel concurred, 
appreciating its bright, overt, cheery 
blueberry, raspberry and cherry 
fruit flavours which mingle 
beautifully with a light smoke and 
spice nuance, not to mention the 
delicacy that the grape is known for. 

The wine lives up to its billing  
by being well balanced – plus it’s  
a total bargain!

Balance Winemakers Selection Pinot Noir 2015
3 Stars / R50 / V17
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Best Value rosé
Mt Vernon Unbelievable Sweet Rosé NV
2 Stars / R25 / V6

Google Mount Vernon and the first 
thing that comes up is the home of 
George Washington, first President 
of the USA. That’s one of the 
reasons Dave and Debbie Hooper 
opted for the spelling Mt Vernon…

Originally from KwaZulu-Natal, 
they settled in the Klapmuts area 
between Paarl and Stellenbosch 
nearly two decades ago. Dave is a 
third-generation member of a liquor 
family, having been actively involved 
in running Edward Snell & Co prior 
to retirement. His ambition of 
slowing down and watching the 
vines grow was turned upside down 
when Debbie got very involved after 
watching producers winning local 
and international awards – with 
grapes grown on Mt Vernon! 

Their first wine – a Chenin Blanc 

The other top 3
Whalehaven Old Harbour Rosé 2015 ................................................. 1 Star / R67 / V5
Slanghoek Vinay Rosé NV ...................................................................... 2½ Stars / R32 / V3
Rooiberg Winery Natural Sweet Rosé 2015  ...............................  3 Stars / R35 / V2

– was made in a converted shed  
in 2003. Her learning curve rose 
steeply, along with the number of 
wines under the Mt Vernon label, 
and they started claiming accolades 
and awards of their own.

The significance of the name 
Vernon is that it’s a mark of respect 
to patriarch Vernon Edward Hooper. 
Every male heir has Vernon as his 
second name. Honouring tradition is 
also why the crown from the family 
crest was adopted as the wine’s logo. 
‘It’s a reminder to be honest in our 
values and deliver on the promise  
to provide exceptional wines.’ 

Something they deliver with this 
perky berry-toned sweet pink made 
from Pinotage, which is a real 
crowd-pleaser.
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The valley is wide, with vast swathes 
of green vineyard as far as the eye 
can see, and the broad, lazy Breede 
River meandering through it. This is 
the Breedekloof, and that river has 
over millennia deposited alluvial soils 
on this flat landscape between three 
towering mountains.

The central town is Worcester 
and it’s a fertile area that accounts 
for almost one-fifth of South Africa’s 
vineyards, with roughly 17 000 
hectares under vine. It’s also home 
to UniWines, a company that boasts 
three different wineries – Groot 
Eiland, Daschbosch and Nuwehoop 
– all former co-op cellars that have 
changed focus under their proactive 
parent company.

Each year a mammoth 45 000 
tons of grapes are vinified between 
the three cellars, much of it intended 
for export and for other brands. 
However, their own labels  – Palesa, 
Meander and Daschbosch – have  
a loyal following because they 
consistently exceed expectations  
in the quality and value stakes.

The intention with Meander 
specifically is simple enjoyment.  
The wines are unpretentious and 
definitely not snooty or highfalutin, 
and with a delightful cherry/berry 
vibrance, lightly tangy simplicity and 
muscat sweetnees, the Meander 
Pink Moscato NV fizz guarantees 
uncomplicated fun.

Best Value Sparkling wine

The other top 3
Meander Moscato NV  ..................................................................................  1 Star / R45 / V8
Mountain Ridge Wines De Liefde Smooch 2016  .................. 3½ Stars / R50 / V7
Slanghoek Vin Doux Sparkling Wine NV  ........................................... 1 Star / R51 / V6

Meander Pink Moscato NV
2 Stars / R45 / V8
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If America’s Route 66 is famous, 
South Africa’s Route 62 is its vinous 
equivalent, with many a road trip 
planned to make the most of the 
scenically rich wine country through 
which it meanders. 

Muscadel is a fortified sweet 
treat that South African producers 
make so well. The headily aromatic 
Muscat grape is used, providing  
the floral bouquet for which it is as 
well known as for its seductively 
syrupy sweetness.

The Klein Karoo town of 
Montagu boasts wonderful 
vernacular architecture, hot springs 
and jaw-dropping mountain scenery  
in abundance. An indication of the 
area’s affinity with the fortified 
dessert wine style is that when 

Montagu Winery was formed  
in 1941, it was originally called  
the Montagu Muskadelboere 
Koöperasie – a name that was  
only changed in 1992.

Located within the town itself, 
Montagu Winery was historically  
a source of much of the Monis range  
of wines. Although it’s still a large 
concern – crushing and vinifying 
around 16 000 tons of grapes each 
harvest season – only around 500 
tons of that is turned into Muscadel. 

Nonetheless, it remains one of  
the most highly regarded makers  
of the fortified ‘pudding’ wine. 

Best Value Dessert wine
Montagu Winery Red Muscadel 2016
4½ Stars / R49 / V12

The other top 3
Aan de Doorns Rooi Muskadel 2015  ............................................. 2 Stars / R26 / V12
Orange River Cellars White Muscadel 2015  ................  4½ Stars / R50.50 / V12
Aan de Doorns Muscat d’Alexandrie 2013  ................................  4 Stars / R41 / V10
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Corkage (the amount charged for 
opening and serving a bottle of wine 
brought into a restaurant by a 
customer) often causes controversy. 
Diners often feel that they are over-
paying, while restaurateurs often 
resent what they see as customers 
seeking to circumvent the time and 
energy and money required to 
create and maintain a wine list. 

Neither view is entirely fair. 
There are valid reasons for 

restaurants to charge a corkage fee. 
Wine and liquor sales can account 
for upwards of 30 per cent of profit, 
so when you bring your own (BYO), 
significant revenue can be lost. 

These non-sales actually cost  
the restaurateurs, who buy the 
stemware, pay the salary of the 
person who opens the bottle (and 
the person who washes the glasses 
– remembering that good glasses 

are notoriously easy to break and 
ruinously expensive) and provide  
a social ambiance that customers 
wouldn’t get if they were drinking 
the same wine at home. There is 
some proof that environment does 
influence taste. 

However, there are also times 
when bringing your own wine to  
a restaurant is entirely appropriate. 
Some wine lists are over-priced. 
Many appear to have been written 
by a wine company rep with an eye 
to what they want to sell rather  
than what customers want to buy. 
And, of course, connoisseurs may 
have special bottles as well as 
theories about food pairing that 
require a specific wine that is not  
on the list of the venue to be visited. 

To help ensure a soothing epicurean 
experience for everyone involved, 
here are some guidelines regarding 
corkage etiquette:
• Call first. BYO is not a right.  

Don’t just show up unannounced 
with bottle in hand. Enquire about 
the corkage fee. 

• Don’t bring anything the venue 
already has on its wine list. 

• Tip on what the wine would have 
cost had it been on the wine list  
so as not to slight the waiter – 
none of the corkage fee will go  
to the service staff. 

• Do buy at least one bottle off  
the establishment’s wine list for 
every two that you bring in. 

• If it is a special wine, be gracious 
enough to offer the sommelier 
and/or chef a taste.

the etiquette of corkage
Now you’re armed with your Best Value wine, here’s an introduction to corkage 
– and our pick of restaurants around the country that welcome you and your wine
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The leopard
63A Fourth Avenue, 

Melville, 011-482-9356, 

leopardfoodcompany.com

Corkage: R60

Joburg culinary icon  
chef Andrea Burgener’s 
intimate eatery focuses on 
seasonality and ecological 
sustainability across a 
variety of food genres. 
Many dishes have an 
African twist, such as 
peri-peri quail and steak 
tartare with Ethiopian 
accompaniments. The 
wine list is complemented 
by Japanese sakes and 
charming old-fashioned 
cocktails, but the chef 
allows two BYO bottles 
per table, regardless of 
the size of the party.

Fresh earth  
Food Store 
103 Komatie Road, 

emmarentia,  

011-646-4404, 

freshearth.co.za

Corkage: R60

Matthew Ballenden 
offers chic, modern 
vegetarian food 
without the dour 
ambience that often 
pervades such eateries. 
The lunch buffet 
includes butternut, 
sage and pecan nut 
lasagne, Moroccan-
style tagine and minted 
couscous salad. And for 
dessert? Gluten-free 
brownies or organic 
lemon meringue 
ice-cream.

The Federal
Corner Second Avenue  

& Seventh Street,  

Melville, 010-900-4876 

Corkage: R75 (R100 bubbly)

This is chef James Diack’s 
more relaxed venture  
(he’s also owner of Coobs 
and The National). A New 
York-style deli that serves 
reasonably priced all-day 
waffles, fabulous fried 
chicken and perfect 
pumpkin pie. Plus brisket 
sandwiches, hot dogs  
with lashings of mustard 
and the chocolate 
marshmallow heaven  
that is s’more pie. Expect  
a feast for well under 
R150. Best of all, it’s all 
locally sourced and/or 
made from scratch on site.

French Toast
R511, near the aquarium, Hartbeespoort, 078-592-6953, frenchtoastharties.co.za | Corkage: R60 (bubbly only)

Lovely for families with energetic children (there are ducks to chase), this café/bistro is located inside what 
was once a film set, which explains the (almost) life-size Eiffel Tower in the garden. The menu is more 
Hartbeespoort than Paris, with steaks being the main order of the day. Based on the corkage policy, it would 
make a fabulous brunch outing – the selection of gourmet French toasts is mouth-watering.

Fisherman’s Plate
18 Derrick Avenue, 

Cyrildene, 011-622-0480

Corkage: Free

Kevin and Savi Hsu 
produce mostly 
Taiwanese food with  
an emphasis on seafood. 
The crab curries and 
whole steamed fish (rich 
and redolent with ginger) 
are legends in their own 
lunchtime. There is  
a good selection of 
Chinese beer and a very 
limited choice of SA wine 
(only box-wine by the 
glass), so it’s a good thing 
they don’t charge corkage. 
They do insist that if you 
want to BYO, you have to 
BYO glasses and 
corkscrew too! 

http://www.leopardfoodcompany.com
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Spiga
200 Florida Road, 

Windermere,  

031-303-9511, spiga.co.za

Corkage: R40

Locals have been heading 
to Spiga since 1979 for 
arguably the best Italian  
in town. This much-loved 
establishment, which also 
has a branch in La Lucia, 
has kept up with the times, 
and the modern décor  
and lively bunting give it 
an edge over more dated 
Italian joints. The quality 
of the food remains as 
high as ever, though, and 
the smaller portion sizes 
and wheat-free pizza 
bases now offered only 
sweeten the deal.

Mali’s Indian 
Restaurant
77 Smiso Nkwanyana  

Road, Morningside, 

031-312-8535, malis.co.za

Corkage: R40

This unassuming little  
spot is where you’ll find 
some of the best curry  
in Durbs. The décor may 
be a bit old-school but 
that’s not important 
because the food is juicy 
and fragrant – and it 
represents great value  
for money. Vegetarian 
options are easy to  
find, and the staff are 
accommodating and 
attentive, ready to help 
you choose the best meal 
for your palate.

Butcher’s Block 
Steakhouse 
140 Florida Road, 

Windermere,  

031-303-2662, 

butcherblock.co.za

Corkage: R45

The light, bright, clean 
interiors at Butcher’s 
Block (which you’ll also 
find in Umhlanga and 
Gauteng) are a bit 
different for a steakhouse, 
giving the place a more 
upmarket feel. Steaks are 
their game, of course,  
but the burgers, chicken 
and vegetarian dishes are 
just as good. To finish off 
the evening, we dare you 
to try the deep-fried  
Oreo dessert!

Jack Salmon  
Fish House
Glenore Centre, 1 Aubrey 

Drive, Glenashley, 

031-572-3664,  

jacksalmon.co.za

Corkage: R45

Good for lazy lunches, 
Jack Salmon is where you 
go when you want to 
breathe in the smell of the 
Indian Ocean and gorge 
yourself on mouth-
watering seafood. Try the 
fresh black mussels with 
creamy Napoli sauce, or 
tuck into the seriously 
good sushi. The menu is 
extensive and the service 
excellent – all the more 
reason to park off for a 
few hours and chill out.

9th Avenue Bistro 
2 Avonmore Centre, Ninth Avenue, Morningside, 031-312-9134, 9thavenuebistro.co.za | Corkage: R55

The locally sourced, seasonal fare at 9th Avenue Bistro is a foodie’s dream. Chef Charlie Lakin has won 
Michelin stars and appeared on television, yet his dishes are deliciously unpretentious. Oh, and vegans, 
assemble: here you get your own menu, which changes daily. A wonderfully laid-back spot to hang out with 
friends and pop open a bottle. 
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The Hussar Grill
50 Sixth Avenue,  

Walmer, 041-581-1734,  

hussargrill.co.za

Corkage: Free

The Hussar Grill is  
a well-known name in  
other South African 
provinces, and in 2016  
the first Eastern Cape 
branch opened in Port 
Elizabeth. Consistently  
a top performer in the 
local steakhouse ranks, 
the group has over 50 
years of meaty knowledge 
which they use to whip  
up some properly good 
grills. You’ll want to  
go ahead and order the 
steak… Any steak.

Old Austria
24 Westbourne Road, 

Central, 041-373-0299, 

oldaustria.co.za

Corkage: Free

The oldest restaurant  
in the city serves meals in 
interleading dining rooms 
in a restored Victorian 
rectory with wide wooden 
floorboards, high ceilings 
and a spiral staircase. 
Known for its excellent 
seafood as well as staples 
from Austria and 
surrounds, such as 
schnitzel and Züricher 
geschnetzeltes (sliced  
veal in a creamy white 
wine sauce), this place  
is simply charming.

Golden Coast
77 Heugh Road, Walmer, 

041-581-8025

Corkage: R30

This somewhat stuck-
away Taiwanese comes 
highly recommended by 
locals, and once you step 
inside you’ll immediately 
see why: the interior is 
striking, with gorgeous 
oriental-style carvings 
and lanterns. And then  
the food arrives… pure 
bliss. There’s plenty on  
the menu for littlies as well 
as those not au fait with 
Taiwanese cuisine, and 
Lazy Susans on the tables 
make sharing easy – order 
a lot and try it all!

Il Tricolore
123 Villiers Road,  

Walmer, 041-581-1414, 

iltricolore.co.za

Corkage: R30

A no-fuss, traditional 
approach to Italian fare 
has made Il Tricolore  
a super-popular choice 
since it opened a few 
years back. Come hungry 
and try the freshly made 
gnocchi and crisp, thin 
pizza bases – born-and-
bred Italians swear by 
them. Meals are very 
reasonably priced too –  
a pizza will set you back  
in the region of R80. 
Perfect for a business 
lunch or family dinner. 

la Kouzina
Brookes on the Bay, Beach Road, Humewood, 041-584-0167, facebook.com/lakouzina | Corkage: R40

Part of the established and well-loved Coachman Restaurant group, La Kouzina is a buzzy, family-friendly 
beachfront eatery and cocktail bar. The Mediterranean-inspired menu offers pizza, pasta, seafood and 
burgers, as well as plenty of Greek goodness in dishes such as moussaka and gyros (shwarmas). The sushi  
is noteworthy, too, but there’s something for all palates, including kids and vegetarians.



34 Best Value Wine Guide 2017

Pretoria
and surrounds

Ty
so

n 
Jo

p
so

n



35

Prue leith’s
262 Rhino Street, 

Hennopspark ext 2, 

Centurion, 012-654-5203, 

prueleith.co.za

Corkage: R60 (R150 bubbly)

Staffed by students and 
teachers of the Prue Leith 
Culinary Academy, this 
charming restaurant 
focuses on high-skill 
French cuisine with 
SA-inspired twists. Menus 
change with the seasons, 
but expect the likes of 
Lesotho Highlands trout 
with preserved lemon and 
macadamia nut millet. 
Desserts are a strength, 
with deconstructed 
Hertzoffies competing 
with Van der Hum crepes. 
Utterly delicious.

De Kloof
Waterkloof Golf estate, 

Johann Rissik Drive, 

Waterkloof, 012-771-8655, 

dekloofrestaurant.co.za

Corkage: R75

Chef Hugo Snyman offers  
à la carte and tasting 
menus (five or seven 
courses) and you can 
expect innovative and 
eclectic culinary 
combinations, such as 
coconut nage-crusted 
monkfish followed by 
cauliflower fondue. 
Desserts are excellent 
– the rum baba with 
pineapple gel and 
coconut mousse is 
legendary – and there’s  
a wide range of beers, 
wines and gins.

Shilla Korean  
Cuisine
Maroelana Centre,  

27 Maroelana Street, 

Hazelwood, 012-346-3260

Corkage: R40

This restaurant is as small, 
cheap and unpretentious 
as it is delicious and 
authentic. The steamed 
yachae mandu (stuffed 
vegetable dumplings) 
arrive with a selection of 
fermented offerings; the 
beef short rib soup with 
spring onions, radish and 
sweet potato noodles is 
true comfort food. Rib-eye 
beef can be barbequed at 
your table. There is good- 
quality soju (a rice-based 
vodka-ish drink) and 
cinnamon punch too.

Namaskar
29 Hatfield Corner,  

Stanza Bopape Street, 

Colbyn, 012-342-9081, 

namaskar.co.za 

Corkage: R80

Blue-chip North and 
South Indian cuisine is 
served in an elegant space 
adorned with brass 
elephants and various 
deities. Punjabi-style 
samosas compete for 
attention with superb 
tandoori offerings, flaky 
paratha naans and perfect 
pickles, with vegatarians 
well catered for. Desserts 
include gulab jamun 
(syrup-soaked dumplings) 
and a heavenly cardamom 
rice pudding. The bar 
focuses more on spirits.

As Greek As It Gets
86 Oak Avenue, Cullinan, 012-734-0707, asgreekasitgets.co.za | Corkage: Free on weekdays

Chef Stavros Vladislavic holds court in a tiny Edwardian house on Cullinan’s main drag. The restaurant’s 
name says it all – the food is as Greek as it is possible to be and still be in South Africa. Greek salads are given  
a lift with mint, beetroot is marinated in bay leaves and olive oil. The chicken bourekia signature dish is literally 
finger-licking good. The chef allows BYO at no charge from Monday to Thursday. 



36 Best Value Wine Guide 2017

Bloem 
fontein
Bloem 
fontein
Bloem 
fontein

la
n

d
i V

o
ls

ch
en

k



37

longhorn Grill
Spitskop Centre,  

1 Du Plessis Avenue, 

langenhoven Park, 

051-446-5552, 

 longhorngrill.co.za

Corkage: R30

The elegant Longhorn 
Grill is a Bloem highlight 
and offers some great 
specials – such as 
Monday’s 25 per cent off 
on most steaks, with  
a free glass of wine 
thrown in. We also love 
that there’s the option of 
ordering free-range, 
grass-fed lamb and beef. 
The kiddies’ playroom is  
a thing of wonder with its 
art studio, mini library and 
superhero costume closet.

Margaritas 
59 Milner Road,  

Bayswater, 051-436-3729, 

margaritasrestaurant.co.za

Corkage: R35

Locals love family-run 
Margaritas, where you 
can expect good, 
straightforward steak and 
seafood. The décor won’t 
knock your socks off, but 
the room fills up quickly  
in the evenings which 
creates a cosy feel. Some 
of the big plusses here are 
the generous portion  
sizes and on-the-ball 
waiters. Get in touch with 
owners George and Nicos 
Papadoulakis for more 
info about their Tuesday 
and Thursday specials.

Avanti 
53 Second Avenue, 

Westdene, 051-447-4198, 

avantirestaurant.co.za

Corkage: R40

The go-to spot for Italian, 
Avanti is an exciting find 
for visitors. It’s well run 
with very clued-up 
waiters, and the food 
is excellent, albeit on  
the pricier side. The 
atmosphere is delightful 
too – classy and calm –
plus there’s a cute 
courtyard and covered 
patio area. They also 
happen to have a branch 
on Woodland Hills 
Boulevard, so there’s no 
excuse to not drop by 
when in the City of Roses.

Seven on Kellner
7 Kellner Street, Westdene, 

051-447-7928, 

sevenonkellner.co.za

Corkage: R40

Housed in a Victorian 
mansion, Seven on  
Kellner is a little Mad 
Hatter-esque. Paper 
lanterns, quirky artwork 
and Moroccan-style  
table settings make  
it a fun party venue, but  
it also has some quieter 
romantic nooks. Chef Kim 
Brackenridge’s menu is 
creative and experimental, 
combining North African 
and Mediterranean 
influences. The glazed 
pork belly with ginger, 
honey and chilli is sublime.

Flames 
Preller Square, Graaff Reinet Street, Dan Pienaar, 051-492-0044 | Corkage: R40

Get your Greek on at this spacious upstairs restaurant and bar. The Mediterranean menu also features 
Portuguese and Italian winners, and there’s plenty of choice. We recommend the lamb shank, although all  
the meat dishes are as tender as can be. The owners here are hands-on, which always adds to the dining 
experience, and the presentation and pricing of the meals will leave you a happy customer.
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The eatery  
Wood Fired Grill
Belvedere Square,  

70 Belvedere Road, 

Claremont, 021-003-4505, 

eaterywoodfiredgrill.co.za

Corkage: Free

Clear your calendar for 
The Eatery’s weekly 
specials: 99 bucks will  
get you a sirloin steak  
and chips on Mondays, 
and a burger and 
milkshake on Tuesdays 
(we know this guide is all 
about the wine, but the 
shakes here are especially 
delicious). Food is cooked 
on an open fire, and 
there’s a sweet little play 
area for children.

Societi Bistro
50 Orange Street, Gardens, 

021-424-2100, societi.co.za

Corkage: R30

Date night sorted!  
The classy but relaxed  
feel here complements 
head chef Stéfan Marais’ 
Continental fare, which  
is simply presented but 
spot-on in terms of flavour 
and freshness. The menu 
changes seasonally, which 
means there’s always 
something new to get  
you drooling. Most mains 
are in the R180 range,  
and for private parties  
you can book out the 
bistro’s ‘secret spot’ 
known as The Snug.

Harbour House  
Kalk Bay 
Kalk Bay Harbour,  

Kalk Bay, 021-788-4136, 

harbourhouse.co.za

Corkage: R40

This fine-dining eatery 
never goes out of style. 
Firstly there’s its location, 
perched on the harbour 
wall with views of False 
Bay and the Hottentots-
Holland mountains.  
Then there’s the seafood 
and sushi – some of the 
best in town. Harbour 
House’s popularity with 
Capetonians and tourists 
alike means the place is 
permanently packed,  
so be sure to book.

Addis in Cape
41 Church Street,  

CBD, 021-424-5722, 

addisincape.co.za

Corkage: R45

Authentic Ethiopia: think 
sturdy low seating around 
basket-weave tables, and 
top-notch traditional 
cuisine eaten with injera 
sourdough pancakes.  
It’s a fun and flavourful 
cultural experience that’ll 
leave you feeling smitten 
with our continent and  
all it has to offer. Dishes 
here also tick a number  
of special-requirement 
boxes: gluten free, halaal, 
vegetarian and vegan  
are all catered for.

Galbi
210 long Street, CBD, 021-424-3030, galbi.co.za | Corkage: R45

For an affordable, sociable evening out on buzzing Long Street, Galbi is just the ticket. At this Korean-South 
African barbeque joint, you get to grill your own selection of marinated meat (or tofu) at your table, and  
then mix and match with ready-to-eat sides. The fusion of local and Asian cuisine means menu choices range 
from Korean soups and kimchi wors to zebra and warthog strips – the fun is in the experimenting! 
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Wellington Wines Chenin Blanc 2016  (R36)  ............................  V16

Ken Forrester Petit Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R45)  ...................  V12

Slanghoek Private Selection Chardonnay 2016 (R43)  ...........  V11

Van Zijl Bushvine Chenin Blanc 2016 (R50)  ...............................  V5

DeWaal Young Vines Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R60)  .................  V3

Bergsig Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R60)  .............................................  V3

Excelsior Purebred White 2016 (R37)  ..........................................  V8

Bergsig Gewürztraminer 2016  (R60)  .............................................  V5

Bergsig Chenin Blanc 2016 (R49)  ....................................................  V4

Middelvlei Unoaked Chardonnay 2016 (R66)  ..........................  V4 

Vondeling Petit Blanc Chenin Blanc 2016 (R52)  ......................  V3

Bergsig Weisser Riesling 2016 (R75)  .............................................  V3

Middelvlei Rooster Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R60)  ...................  V2

Orange River Cellars Colombard 2016 (R32.60)  ....................  V10 

Mt Vernon Unbelievable White NV (R25)  ..................................  V8

Shortwood Entry White 2016 (R25) ..............................................  V8

McGregor Colombard 2016 (R36)  ..................................................  V8

Shoprite Checkers Odd Bins Bin 333  

     Unwooded Chardonnay 2016 (R39.99)  ...................................  V7 

Bon Courage Chardonnay Unwooded 2016 (R41.52)  ............  V7

Ken Forrester Petit Chardonnay 2015 (R45)  ..............................  V5

Balance Winemaker’s Selection Chardonnay 2016 (R45)  .....  V5

Excelsior Chardonnay 2016 (R49.50)  ............................................  V4

Van Zijl Chardonnay Viognier 2016 (R50)  ..................................  V4

Montagu Winery Chenin Blanc 2016 (R35)  ...............................  V3

Slanghoek Private Selection Chenin Blanc 2016 (R36)  ..........  V3

Badsberg Chenin Blanc 2016 (R38)  ................................................  V3

Imbuko Chenin Blanc 2016 (R38)  ....................................................  V3

Badsberg Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R40)  ........................................  V3

Slanghoek Private Selection Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R43)  .....  V2

Silkbush Viognier 2016 (R63)  ............................................................  V2

Bartinney Noble Savage Chenin Blanc 2015 (R48) ................  V1

Aan de Doorns R43 Crisp White 2016 (R28)  ............................  V11

Wellington Wines Chardonnay 2016 (R36)  ...............................  V9

Orange River Cellars Chardonnay 2015 (R37.80)  ....................  V8

McGregor Chardonnay 2016 (R42)  ................................................  V6

Havana Hills Lime Road Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R34)  ............  V5

Balance Winemaker’s Selection Pinot Grigio 2016 (R45)  ......  V5

Wellington Wines Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R36)  ........................  V4

Rooiberg Red Chair Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R37)  .....................  V4

Excelsior Viognier 2016 (R49.50)  ....................................................  V4

Weltevrede Vanilla Chardonnay 2016 (R53)  ............................  V4

Aan de Doorns Chenin Blanc 2016  (R35)  .....................................  V3

Mountain Ridge De Liefde Chenin Blanc 2016 (R35)  ..............  V3

Aan de Doorns Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R38)  ............................  V3

Imbuko Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R38)  .............................................  V3

Bon Courage Like Father Like Son Chenin 2016 (R39)  ..........  V2

Cloverfield Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R42)  ......................................  V2

Ken Forrester Petit Chenin 2016 (R45)  ........................................  V1

Ken Forrester Petit Semi Sweet 2016 (R45)  ..............................  V1

Mischa The Vine Guys Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R50)  ...............  V1

Havana Hills Sauvignon Blanc 2015 (R50)  ..................................  V1

Badsberg Chardonnay Sur Lie 2015 (R68)  .................................  V1

Doolhof Single Vineyard Collection  

     Chardonnay 2016 (R74)  ....................................................................  V1

Best Value white wines
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Slanghoek Vinay Crispy White NV (R32)  .....................................  V9

Balance Sauvignon Blanc/Semillon 2016 (R35)  .......................  V8

Bon Courage André’s Fame Colombard 2016 (R45)  ................  V5

Orange River Cellars Chenin Blanc 2016 (R32.60)  ..................  V4

Zandvliet My Best Friend Cape White 2016 (R47.50)  ............  V4

Du Preez Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R38)  .........................................  V3

Excelsior Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R43.50)  ..................................  V2

Mountain Ridge Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R45)  ..........................  V2

Pearl Mountain Stubborn Man Chardonnay 2015 (R62)  .......  V2

Balance Winemaker’s Selection  

     Chenin Blanc 2016 (R45) ..................................................................  V1

Bartinney Noble Savage Sauvignon Blanc 2015 (R48)  ...........  V1

Van Zijl Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R50)  .............................................  V1

Overhex Survivor Offspring White Blend 2016 (R60)  ...........  V1

Aan de Doorns R43 Fruity White 2016 (R28)  ...........................  V13

Rooiberg Cape White Colombar 2016 (R35)  ..............................  V9

Shoprite Checkers Odd Bins Bin 206  

     Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R44.99)  ...................................................  V2

Shoprite Checkers Odd Bins Bin 223  

     Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R44.99)  ...................................................  V2

Meerkat Sauvignon Blanc 2015 (R45)  ..........................................  V2

Bon Courage The Gooseberry Bush  

     Sauvignon Blanc 2016 (R52)  ..........................................................  V1

Whalehaven Old Harbour White NV (R67)  ...............................  V1

Best Value whites (continued)
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Aan de Doorns Shiraz 2015 (R45)  ...................................................  V13

Wellington Wines Shiraz 2014 (R46)  .............................................  V13

Mountain Ridge Shiraz 2014 (R70)  .................................................  V6

Balance Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot 2015 (R35)  ...................  V16

Slanghoek Private Selection Camerca 2015 (R39)  ................  V13

Doolhof Cape Boar 2015 (R49)  .........................................................  V10

Shoprite Checkers Odd Bins Bin 934  

     Cabernet Sauvignon/Shiraz 2015 (R49.99)  ...........................  V10

Van Zijl Cabernet Sauvignon 2014 (R50)  ....................................  V9

Van Zijl Coffee Pinotage 2015 (R50)  .............................................  V7

Fort Simon Michele D’Or Merlot/ 

     Cabernet Sauvignon 2015 (R53)  .................................................  V5

Shortwood Entry Red Wine NV (R25)  ............................................  V20

Balance Winemaker’s Selection  

     Pinot Noir 2015 (R50)  .......................................................................... V17

Aan de Doorns R43 Deep Red 2015 (R30)  .................................  V15

Aan de Doorns Doornroodt 2015 (R38)  ......................................  V11

Imbuko Cabernet Sauvignon 2014 (R38)  ....................................  V9

Orange River Cellars Shiraz 2015 (R42)  ......................................  V9

Wellington Wines Cabernet Sauvignon 2015 (R46)  ...............  V7

Zandvliet My Best Friend Cape Red NV (R47.50)  .....................  V7

Balance Winemaker’s Selection Shiraz 2015 (R50)  .................  V6

Van Zijl Shiraz Mourvèdre 2014 (R50)  .........................................  V6

Bon Courage Like Father Like Son Merlot/ 

     Cabernet Sauvignon 2016 (R39)  .................................................  V5

Slanghoek Private Selection Pinotage 2015 (R45)  .................  V5

Ken Forrester Petit Pinotage 2015 (R45)  ....................................  V5

Shoprite Checkers Odd Bins Bin 967 Cabernet Sauvignon/ 

     Merlot/Cabernet Franc 2014 (R49.99)  ....................................  V5

Excelsior Cabernet Sauvignon 2015 (R52.50)  .........................  V5

Solms-Delta Shiraz 2015 (R55)  .........................................................  V5

Balance Winemaker’s Selection Pinotage 2015 (R50)  ...........  V4

Van Zijl Pinotage 2014 (R50)  ..............................................................  V4

De Meye Myburgh & Milner Shiraz 2015 (R60)  .........................  V4

Waverley Hills Shiraz 2012 (R60)  ....................................................  V4

Excelsior Merlot 2015 (R52.50)  .......................................................  V2

Silkbush Shiraz 2014 (R73)  ..................................................................  V2

Bonfire Hill Extreme Vineyards Red 2014 (R79.99)  .................  V1

Du Plevaux Daniel Johannes Shiraz 2014 (R80) ......................  V1

Mountain Ridge De Liefde Cabernet Sauvignon/ 

     Merlot NV (R35) ....................................................................................  V11

Meander Merlot/Shiraz 2015 (R37)  ..............................................  V11

Du Preez Polla’s Red NV (R45) ...........................................................  V8

McGregor Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot 2015 (R44)  ...............  V7 

Aan de Doorns Cabernet Sauvignon 2015 (R45)  ....................  V7

Bergsig Family Friend 2015 (R49)  ....................................................  V7

Rooiberg Red Chair Bean There Pinotage 2015 (R40)  ...........  V6

Slanghoek Private Selection  

     Cabernet Sauvignon 2014 (R47)  .................................................  V6

Du Preez Cabernet Sauvignon 2015 (R48)  ................................  V6

Meerkat Burrow Blend 2015 (R50)  ................................................  V6

Imbuko Merlot 2014 (R38)  ..................................................................  V5

Wellington Wines Pinotage 2015 (R46)  ......................................  V5

Balance Winemaker’s Selection  

     Cabernet Sauvignon 2015 (R50)  .................................................  V5

Fort Simon Michele D’Or Merlot 2015 (R48)  ...........................  V3

Breeland Elephant Hills Shiraz 2015 (R65)  .................................  V3

Best Value red wines
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Best Value reds (continued)

Badsberg Pinotage Mocha Fusion 2014 (R60)  .........................  V2

Mountain Ridge Cabernet Sauvignon 2014 (R70)  .................  V2

Overhex Survivor Offspring Red Blend 2015 (R75)  ................  V2

Silkbush Altitude 2014 (R79)  ..............................................................  V1

Mt Vernon Unbelievable Red NV (R25)  .........................................  V20

Havana Hills Lime Road Cabernet Sauvignon/ 

     Merlot/Cabernet Franc 2013 (R35)  ..........................................  V11

Excelsior Purebred Red (R37)  ............................................................  V11

Rooiberg Winery Roodewyn Cabernet Sauvignon/ 

     Merlot 2015 (R40)  ...............................................................................  V9

Montagu Winery Merlot/Ruby Cabernet 2015 (R43)  ...........  V9

Shoprite Checkers Odd Bins Bin 616  

     Shiraz 2015 (R44.99)  ..........................................................................  V8

Fort Simon Michele D’Or Shiraz 2014 (R45)  .............................  V8

Shoprite Checkers Odd Bins Bin 824 

     Cabernet Sauvignon 2014 (R44.99)  ..........................................  V7 

Ken Forrester Petit Cabernet Sauvignon 2015 (R45)  .............  V7

Slanghoek Private Selection Shiraz 2012 (R47)  .......................  V7

Orange River Cellars Pinotage 2015 (R42)  ................................  V6

Excelsior Shiraz 2015 (R52.50)  .........................................................  V6

McGregor Pinotage 2015 (R44)  .......................................................  V5

Badsberg Merlot 2015 (R44)  .............................................................  V4

Middelvlei Rooster Shiraz 2015 (R60)  ..........................................  V4

Slanghoek Private Selection Merlot 2015 (R46)  .....................  V3

De Meye Myburgh & Milner  

     Cabernet Sauvignon 2015 (R60)  .................................................  V3

Whalehaven Old Harbour Merlot/ 

     Mourvèdre 2014 (R67)  .....................................................................  V3

Badsberg Belladonna 2014 (R68)  ....................................................  V3

Balance Winemaker’s Selection Merlot 2015 (R50)  ...............  V2

Bon Courage The Mulberry Bush Merlot 2016 (R52)  ..........  V2

Vondeling Petit Rouge Merlot 2015 (R54)  .................................  V2

Meerkat Pinotage 2015 (R60)  ...........................................................  V2

Saxenburg Guinea Fowl Red 2014 (R68)  .......................................  V2

Weltevrede Chocmint Cabernet Sauvignon 2014 (R68)  ......  V2

Waverley Hills Cabernet Sauvignon Shiraz 2015 (R75)  .........  V2

Middelvlei Rooster Merlot 2015 (R60)  ........................................  V1

Havana Hills Merlot 2010 (R60)  .......................................................  V1

Weltevrede Cherrychoc Merlot 2015 (R61)  .............................  V1

Nico Vermeulen The Right Red 2013 (R79)  ...............................  V1

Bon Courage The Pepper Tree Shiraz 2014 (R80)  ....................  V1

Slanghoek Vinay Smooth Blended Red NV (R32)  ...................  V14

Du Preez Rockfield Cabernet Sauvignon 2015 (R34) .............  V11 

Havana Hills Lime Road Shiraz/Mourvèdre/ 

     Viognier 2013 (R38)  ...........................................................................  V11

Orange River Cellars Cabernet Sauvignon 2015 (R42)  .........  V8

Aan de Doorns Pinotage 2015 (R40)  .............................................  V6

Bartinney Noble Savage Cabernet Sauvignon   

     Merlot 2012 (R57)  ................................................................................  V5

Viljoensdrift River Grandeur Cape Blend 2016 (R70)  ............  V2

Waverley Hills Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot 2014 (R80)  .......  V1
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Montagu Winery Red Muscadel 2016 (R49)  .............................  V12

Orange River Cellars White Muscadel 2015 (R50.50)  ...........  V12

Badsberg Red Muscadel 2016 (R62)  ..............................................  V8

Aan de Doorns Muscat D’Alexandrie 2013 (R41)  ...................  V10

Slanghoek Hanepoot Jerepigo 2015 (R49)  .................................  V8

McGregor Red Muscadel 2014 (R50)  ...........................................  V7

Orange River Cellars Hanepoot 2015 (R50.50)  ......................  V7

Orange River Cellars White Jerepigo 2014 (R50.50)  .............  V7

Badsberg Cape Vintage 2009 (R75)  ...............................................  V5

Badsberg Red Jerepigo 2014 (R62)  ................................................  V4

Mountain Ridge De Liefde Smooch 2016 (R50)  ......................  V7

Slanghoek Red Jerepigo 2016 (R49)  ..............................................  V6

Orange River Cellars Red Jerepigo 2015 (R50.50)  ..................  V6

Slanghoek Private Selection  

     Crème de Chenin 2014 (R45)  ..........................................................  V5

Slanghoek Cape Ruby 2016 (R56)  ...................................................  V5

Aan de Doorns Cape Ruby 2015 (R45)  .........................................  V4

Orange River Cellars Red Muscadel 2016 (R50.50)  ................  V3

Rooiberg Natural Sweet Rosé 2015 (R35) ...................................  V2 

Badsberg Hanepoot Jerepigo 2013 (R58)  ..................................  V1

Slanghoek Cuvée Brut Sparkling Wine NV (R51)  ......................  V4

Slanghoek Vinay Rosé NV (R32)  .......................................................  V3

Zandvliet My Best Friend White Muscat 2016 (R47.50)  ........ V3

Slanghoek Red Muscadel 2016 (R55)  ............................................  V2

Badsberg Perlé Moscato 2013 (R40)  .............................................  V1

Aan de Doorns Rooi Muskadel 2015 (R26)  ................................  V12

Meander Pink Moscato NV (R45)  ....................................................  V8

Rooiberg Blanc Natural Sweet 2016 (R35)  .................................  V7

Mt Vernon Unbelievable Sweet Rosé NV (R25)  ......................  V6 

Solms-Delta Cape Jazz Shiraz NV (R55)  ......................................  V5

Badsberg Vin Doux 2015 (R58)  ........................................................  V5

Balance Shiraz Rosé 2016 (R35)  .......................................................  V2

Bon Courage Like Father Like Son  

     Pinotage Rosé 2016 (R39)  ...............................................................  V1

Orange River Cellars Rosé Natural Sweet 2016 (R32.60) .....  V8 

Meander Moscato NV (R45)  ...............................................................  V8

Slanghoek Vin Doux Sparkling Wine NV (R51)  ........................  V6

Whalehaven Old Harbour Rosé 2015 (R67)  ..............................  V5 

Slanghoek Private Selection  

     Special Late Harvest 2016 (R42)  .................................................  V4

Badsberg Special Late Harvest 2013 (R38)  ...............................  V2 

McGregor Winery White Muscadel 2011 (R50) .....................  V2

Best Value other wines
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Directory
Aan de Doorns 
Worcester 
023-347-2301 
aandedoorns.co.za

Badsberg
Rawsonville 
023-344-3021 
badsberg.co.za

Balance, see Overhex 
Wines International

Bartinney Private Cellar 
Stellenbosch  
021-885-1013  
bartinney.co.za

Bergsig
Wolseley  
023-355-1603 
bergsig.co.za

Bon Courage
Robertson 
023-626-4178 
boncourage.co.za

Bonfire Hill  
extreme Vineyards 
Napier  
063-687-5744  
bonfirehill.com

Breeland Winery
Rawsonville
023-344-3129 
buchukloof.co.za

Cloverfield  
Private Cellar 
Robertson  
023-626-4118 
cloverfield.co.za

De Meye Wines 
Stellenbosch 
021-884-4131  
demeye.co.za

DeWaal Wines 
Stellenbosch  
021-881-3711  
dewaal.co.za

Doolhof
Wellington  
021-873-6911 
doolhof.com

Du Plevaux, see  
Imbuko Wines

Du Preez estate
Rawsonville 
023-349-1995 
dupreezestate.co.za

excelsior 
Robertson 
023-615-1980
excelsior.co.za

Fort Simon 
Stellenbosch 
021-906-0304  
fortsimon.co.za

Havana Hills
Philadelphia  
021-972-1110
havanahills.co.za

Imbuko Wines 
Wellington  
021-873-7350
imbuko.co.za

Ken Forrester Wines 
Stellenbosch  
021-855-2374 
kenforresterwines.com 

McGregor Winery
McGregor  
023-625-1741 
mcgregorwinery.co.za 

Meander, see  
UniWines Vineyards 

Meerkat Wines 
Welbedacht Estate, 
Wellington 
021-873-1877 
meerkatwines.co.za

Middelvlei 
Stellenbosch  
021-883-2565  
middelvlei.co.za

Mischa estate 
Wellington 
021-864-1016 
mischaestate.com

Montagu Winery
Montagu  
023-614-1125 
montaguwines.co.za
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Mountain Ridge
Wolseley 
023-231-1070 
mountainridge.co.za

Mt Vernon 
Paarl 
021-875-5073  
mountvernon.co.za

Nico Vermeulen Wines 
Paarl 
021-863-2048 

Orange River Cellars
Upington  
054-337-8800 
orangeriverwines.com

Overhex Wines 
International 
Worcester  
023-347-5012 
overhex.com

Pearl Mountain 
Paarl  
021-872-9507 
pearlmountain.co.za

Rooiberg Winery 
Robertson  
023-626-1663  
rooiberg.co.za

Saxenburg 
Kuils River  
021-903-6113  
saxenburg.co.za

Shoprite Checkers 
Nationwide  
021-980-4000  
shoprite.co.za

Shortwood, see  
Imbuko Wines

Silkbush Mountain 
Vineyards 
Wolseley  
083-629-1735 
silkbush.net

Slanghoek Cellar 
Rawsonville 
023-344-3026
 slanghoek.co.za

Solms-Delta 
Franschhoek  
021-874-3937
solms-delta.co.za

uniWines Vineyards
Rawsonville
023-349-1110
www.uniwines.co.za

Van Zijl Family Vintners 
see Imbuko Wines

Viljoensdrift 
Robertson 
023-615-1901 
viljoensdrift.co.za 

Vondeling
Paarl  
021-869-8595,  
vondelingwines.co.za

Waverley Hills 
Tulbagh  
023-231-0002 
waverleyhills.co.za 

Wellington Wines 
Wellington  
021-873-1582 
wellingtonwines.com

Weltevrede 
Robertson  
023-616-2141
 weltevrede.com

Whalehaven 
Hermanus  
028-316-1633 
whalehaven.co.za

Zandvliet 
Robertson  
023-615-1146
zandvliet.co.za
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tasting notes
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